Welcome to 7th grade Advanced Social Studies!

We are so glad to be able to teach your child this year! The seventh grade social studies curriculum is a continuation of the sixth grade social studies curriculum; therefore many of the terms and concepts will be reviewed and reinforced. This year we will be covering the continents of Africa and Asia, including the Middle East region.
Students in advanced content classes will analyze primary and secondary documents to further understanding.  They will integrate research skills and interdisciplinary connections into their learning along with relevant and real-life experiences.  High-order thinking and problem solving skills will be employed by advanced level teachers to promote a creative and rigorous learning environment. Reading and writing at above grade level will be required to analyze documents. Academic discussions and meaningful student collaboration will also be encouraged in advanced level classes to promote learning.  Students will be required to effectively engage in self-directed learning throughout the school year.  It is the student’s responsibility to keep up with all assignments, due dates, and independently communicate with their teacher. Canvas will be utilized both as a communication tool as well as a learning tool. There is a free app for phones and tablets. 
Focus of the class:  
Students will focus on a variety of topics in each region we study. The topics include:

1. Geographic Understandings - locate selected features, discuss environmental issues, explain the impact of location, climate, and physical characteristics on population distribution, & describe the diverse cultures of the people 
2. Government/Civics Understandings - compare and contrast various forms of government, explain the structures of the modern governments, & analyze how politics impact standard of living
3. Economic Understandings - analyze different economic systems, explain how voluntary trade benefits buyers and sellers, explain personal money management choices, & describe factors that influence economic growth 
4. Historical Understandings - analyze continuity and change leading to the 21st century
First Nine Weeks: Basic government and economic concepts, Middle East/North Africa
Second Nine Weeks: Sub-Saharan Africa 

Third Nine Weeks:  South and East Asia

Fourth Nine Weeks:  Southeast Asia, novel unit, final exam, and preview of 8th grade material 

Students will be assessed in a variety of ways including pre and post tests, through the use of assignment rubrics, goal-based checklists, conferencing, and commentary on assignments.  Tests will include a greater percentage of higher-order questions that require students to connect unit concepts. As Canvas continues to be implemented, students will access documents, files, etc., as well as submit some assignments through the Canvas platform. Some web based research will be necessary to complete some assignments.     


Summative assessments (60% grades) will include: unit tests, formal essays, projects, midterm and final exam
Formative assessments (40% grades) will include: class work, quizzes, home learning assignments, short writing assignments and constructed responses.
Informal assessments At times we will administer an assessment that we will use as data collection only. The grade will appear in the gradebook under “Informal” and will not be calculated into the overall grade. 

Missing assignments will be entered in the gradebook as “Missing Assignment” which calculates as a zero. However, if a student has an excused absence there will be no late penalty. For excused absences, students will have the number of days that they were absent turn in the assignment. Late work without an excused absence will have a 10- point penalty. If it isn’t turned in within three days, the zero remains. 
Supplies Needed for the Class: 

· One 2” notebook or binder for homework, worksheets, maps, etc. (can be shared with other classes)
· Spiral or Composition notebook
· Colored Pencils or Crayons
· Highlighters (5 different colors)
· Thin dry erase markers (Students keep for student use in activities)

Keep in mind: Homeroom teachers need Kleenex boxes, hand sanitizer and Lysol wipes, especially in winter months.  

Textbook: Our textbook is one of the many resources utilized in our curriculum; therefore, many of the activities that we will utilize in the book can be completed within the class period. This year we will house a class set of textbooks within the room for student use. If your child does not complete an assignment and needs to check out one of the class sets, then they need to see their teacher at the end of the school day. We ask the students to sign out the textbook so we can record which book number exits the room, and the book needs to be returned the following day for class use. 

Homework: Homework is assigned to either prepare students for the next day’s discussion, reinforce what was learned in class, or to assess if students have grasped the concept taught. Therefore, homework is an important part of class and expected to be turned in on time. Homework is always due the day following the day it was assigned unless otherwise informed. If a student is absent, it is the student’s responsibility to get makeup assignments and turn them in within three days of returning to school. Students can access the missed lesson on the Canvas page. They may print it out and submit in paper form or submit their work electronically in Canvas. 
Additional reading: Throughout the year students will read 2 or more class novels. The novels were chosen to enhance the information we are learning in class. There will be an assessment tied to each novel. Students will be asked to read in and outside of class. Students may borrow from the class set or read on their own device.
General Classroom Expectations:

1. Students are asked to be on time for class with all of their materials. If a student is tardy or without materials, then they will receive a step on the discipline plan.

2. Students should go to the restroom, get water, etc. between classes. Emergencies always come up, so students will be allowed to go with a pass. Students are given 3 emergency passes per nine weeks. If a student needs to go to the restroom frequently and cannot wait until after class because of a medical need, then written notice is required from the parent. 

3. Students will use pencils or pens, blue or black ink, for all work turned in. Neon colors are hard to read and students will be required to recopy their work in blue or black ink if work cannot be read. Students are required to bring their own writing utensil. Students are allowed to sharpen pencils before or after class or with a hand-held pencil sharpener at their desk. 
4. Students need to remain in their seats unless given permission to get up. Students are to hold all trash until the end of class.

The School-wide Discipline Steps are as follows:

First offense: Warning                                            

Second offense: Parent contact
Third offense: Detention
Fourth offense: Team and Parent conference       

Fifth Offense: Office Referral  
Note: We will post the homework and the agenda for the day on Canvas for you to access at home. Also, we email home messages, team information, and other important information. Please make sure that all email addresses you wish us to use are updated in Infinite Campus/ Parent Portal. If you have an email change, please contact the front office.  If you have any concerns, then please feel free to email your child’s teacher. We look forward to working with all of you this year! This will be the best year yet!

Lisa McLeroy lmcleroy@paulding.k12.ga.us               
Kristie Ragsdale kragsdale@paulding.k12.ga.us 
Andy Williams   kawilliams@paulding.k12.ga.us         
​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​
I have read the syllabus with my parent.   Date: ____________________     Teacher: ___________________________
_____________________________________           _______________________________________

Student Name





 Parent Signature
